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Biking Utahn pursues a 
quirky D.C. protest 

By 

Christopher 

Smith 

Tbe Salt 

Lake 

Tribune 

w 

Lake City 

vagabond 
Fred 

Mauney 

has spent 
the past 
few days 
pedaling a 
rusty 

bicycle 

around the 
Capitol 
grounds, 

wavmg a 
4- by 6-

Fred Mauney walks his bike in Washington, where 
the Utah vagabond is chaSing his latest quest: 

reward money. (Christopher Smith/The Salt Lake 
Tribune) 

foot flag thaI is purposefully hung upside down. trying to 
draw the attention of Uncle Sam -- o r any passers-by, for 

that matter -- to h is latest cause. 

A rapid-talking character whose background is as colorful 

as it is hard to pi n down? Mauney is no stranger to 

impromptu soap-boxing. During his off-and-on tenure in 
Sail Lake C ity, he rode a bike from Utah 10 the nation's 
capital 10 demonstJate agai nst vario us national policies, he 
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was 3D outspoken critic of airport security measures at City 

Council meetings. he paraded aroaod the Samdanee.Filaa 

FcZli .;..; :., Pm: City 0lIl; year wiIh a sandwich boani that 

rea4·I've got the stories, talk to me!· . 

Now MaImcy is poteSting the u.s. PosIaI Service's denial 

oChis daim to a SI00.ooo _ard he says he is doe for 

aidiIIc in the ido F4jfic..w. of a maD later ('QIIvicto:cl of 

IIlIBdaing a Sandy postal worker on Iurmlat.e 15 fa 1997. 
'Tm staftding up for Ihc Amcricaa people 8IId standing up 

forpostal workers,"1hc bomdC'is halldyman aiId pataIegal 

says during a bIe8k iii hiS pedaIins circuit, meat to tie into 

UJc tr.s. Postal Semc:e's spoaso+ ship of a qdinJ IaJIIl in 

* Tour deFIlIIIi:e.. --rbey speud $30 miDioo II YCIr GIl a 

bicycle tam ia Europe, bat they won't give me what I . 

~ was a passa1&C!f ina Jiidup IJ'UCk !bat came upon 

tbeesriy II10rIIiai c:rimc sceue wbcR 24-yC1r-dd 10se 

Oatcia-Mir.!moDtes gwmed down Lee Warn. PIIrIta' in a fit 

of dmg-induced·road mge six y=s ago in May. Garcia-

Mi ........ mes cave c!We aad fired at the vehicle Mauoey was 

in beiw spiaiwt aut in tile merli:m srmlhlg a car aod . 

tJeeiaa. 
~ on will:i::iS ~0IlS provided by M.iIaDcy aad 

ethers. aDd !be af:mdoned. auto, police &.eotec! Garcia- . 

Mir.nMntes and in 1998 ~ was senftonc:ed to • least 4S 

yem in prison in 1998 . 
The u.s. Postal ServB;e bas a Stmdan:I $100.000 ,waid 

for informaIioa !..,rlll, totbe amst and convietioa of III 

tm/aWfIIf kiIIcr 01& JIOIIaI cmpJoyce "wbiJe "'II s: d ill or on 

a:coout of die pa lbi UUDL:e of1beir official duties. • 

Mauney applied for U-.e r:ward after ~ 

conviction, but in 1999 the Office of the Chief Postal 

(il:l~eac, ~:li~ the c~ detmnining that Parker was ·not 

officially employed when mlll'dered. • Parter was in his 

personal vehicle on his way to work when he was ldlJed. 
Mauney subsequently sued the Postal Semce in federal 

court over the de!lial. but his case was dismissed. A self .. 

describ.!d good Samaritul, Mauney bristles at any 

suggestion that lIis demand for a reward· may be viewed IS 

selfISh. 
•. o\nybody that's agaill3t me: ~euins this teW3rd is selfish 

themselves. because they wouldn't have pulled up and tried 
[0 help," he says. "They're saying a post o~ employee's 
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life iso't WCII'IIl a pluc uiI:bI. 'Ibcy ougbt 10 just • thoSIIl 
iewaad nodccs ott. WIII.' 

Its not aeccssatily a cause tbal resouaf,CS up aod down 1M 
Nadra .. MaD. wbere huDdrcds ofyel1ow-sbilted FIIua 
Gons P"9f I $ kned in II etion add a meT S ie of 
pmbancflrn, Lyudon J...aRoucbe pcmp':'m en IIIIl sueet 
pre. hen proYide a daily display afAmerica's Flat 
Amcm ..... tree OOIDS. ADd wbca!be occasional tour poup 
member idinDs Mauney dill his t1ic is upside down. be is 
gIed to cxpIaia abc r-. pnI1ina OIIldon!!!le!!tJ, Iwgir ' ~ 
DCWspapit arIideI, nca & sa=oplay pitch. 

Af!ier aU, _lias !be stcries. 
"1_ just tdIiDg!be pards here at !he Capitol, if 1hey 

em do dlis to a postal worker, what about tile "wad if ODe 
aft!lcm ... kiDcd1' said Mauney, -0-people bow 1be 
&ds oniIs cae, tbq -a.r ape wid! me." 

, , i'@ "aup' 
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